
October 21, 2020 

Dear Schuylkill Valley Families, 

I have received a number of inquiries this week from staff and community members regarding 

our school reopening plans.  After careful consideration and data monitoring, we have decided to 

continue with our plan of returning students in grades 3–12 to full in–person, five days per week, 

learning on November 2
nd

, joining our K–2 grade students, who have been utilizing the full in–

person instructional delivery method since October 5
th

.   

I’ve attended meetings with members of the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH), Berks County School Superintendents, and 

superintendents from neighboring counties in recent weeks.  There is an abundance of data to 

consider when making these decisions about reopening our school buildings but the most 

substantial data was regarding the number of cases traced back to being contracted in the school 

setting.  As you may know from local news outlets and looking at social media, there have been 

a number of COVID-19 cases that have caused school districts to shut down a grade level, or 

building, or the entire district for a few days or even a week.  However, to the best of my 

knowledge, not one case could be traced back to having been contracted in the school setting. 

This emphasizes the diligence that school districts have exercised in the implementation and 

enforcement of comprehensive safety and cleaning protocols.  

We will continue to monitor our situation and any recommendations from PDE, DOH, the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the COVID-19 Contract Tracing 

Department.  All mandates issued by these agencies and any other government agencies are and 

will be followed. 

We thank all of you for your part in actively helping to mitigate the spread of COVID–19 in our 

community.  Please continue to reinforce the importance of wearing face coverings and hand 

washing with children in your household.  Additionally, please continue to monitor children 

closely for COVID–19 symptoms and keep them at home if they are feeling unwell.  According 

to the CDC, COVID-19 symptoms include but are not limited to:  fever or chills, cough, 

shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of 

taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, and/or diarrhea. 

 

Mr. Mitchell, Superintendent 

 


